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THE LATIN IN ENGLISH 



By H. C. Nutting 
University of California 



It is frequently pointed out that while teachers of Latin are 
very generally coming to realize that one of the chief values of 
the study of Latin is to be found in its bearing upon the pupil's 
mastery of English, there is danger that it will be taken for granted 
that this product of Latin study will develop automatically; 
whereas the fact of the matter is that only by definite and careful 
provision can such benefit be realized, at least in any considerable 
degree. 

One method is to send the student to the English dictionary to 
discover the largest possible number of derivatives from Latin. 
This practice is of unquestioned value. And the same is true of 
the use of connected passages of English, in which the student is 
asked to underline all the words of Latin extraction. This latter 
procedure reveals perhaps even more strikingly the extent to 
which English is indebted to Latin. 

It is now proposed to vary the program a little by directing the 
pupil himself to compose English sentences made up, as far as 
possible, of derivatives from Latin. This method of attack has 
several definite advantages. Thus, it tends to fix firmly in the 
student's mind the Latin words with which he is already more or 
less acquainted, for these are his stock in trade. Again, his work 
here with the English dictionary will be less mechanical and 
probably more interesting; for he will always be confronted by 
concrete problems. Needing to use a certain word to round out a 
phrase, he will continually have to answer the question: Is this 
word a Latin derivative, and, if not, has it a synonym that would 
meet the requirement ? 

The benefit of such practice must be abundantly obvious. 
And probably in no other way can the student be brought to see so 
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clearly the debt of English to Latin as through the discovery 
that he can write clear and idiomatic English sentences on all 
sorts of subjects with only the slightest admixture of words that 
are not derived from or through Latin. 1 

With a class, the writing of such sentences can very easily be 
developed into an engrossing "game." Here two rules are essen- 
tial. First, every sentence must make good sense. Second, the 
phrasing must always be idiomatic and unconstrained. It will be 
found a constant temptation to give the phrasing an unnatural 
turn in order to make use of certain words. A sentence is perfect 
only when it is so constructed that a person who knew nothing about 
the "game" would read it through without suspecting that it was 
framed with any other purpose than to express the thought that 
lies on the surface. 

The beginner, whose vocabulary is small, will of course start 
with sentences containing very little that he recognizes as derived 
from Latin; but practice will quickly lead to something more 
complex, and the field is almost limitless. The examples here 
appended were worked out at odd times with intent merely to 
illustrate the range of possibility in various kinds of composition. 



i. The curriculum of the public schools includes vocational studies, e.g., 
domestic science, the manual arts, and agriculture. 

2. Even in the acceleration classes conditions are unsatisfactory, and 
promotion is doubtful. 

3. The subject of discussion is: "Resolved, That the principle of self- 
determination should be recognized and supported by Congress. " 

4. Liberty, fraternity, equality — this is the irreducible minimum. 

5. Arguments so palpably false will not convince this audience. 

6. He is prone to exaggeration and redundancy of expression; hence 
I am obliged to reject his manuscript. 

7. Replying to yours of the third ult., I report that we have finally secured 
an option on the property. 

'An unconscious and therefore very excellent illustration is afforded by the 
opening words of chapter iv in Harold Bell Wright's Eyes of the World: "As my friend 
the social scientist would say, it is a phenomenon peculiar to urban life that the social 
strata are more or less clearly defined geographically. That is, in the English of 
everyday, people of different classes live in different parts of the city." Note how the 
Latin elements abound in the "English of everyday" — quite as much so as in the 
ponderous obscurity of the social scientist. 



TEE LATIN IN ENGLISH 173 

8. Multiplication is vexation, 

Division I detest; 
Subtraction I abominate, 
Addition is a pest! 

II 

1. There are various political parties in the United States, namely (in the 
order of the alphabet), Democratic, Progressive, Prohibition, Republican, 
and Socialist. 

2. The gubernatorial contest violently disturbed the remotest communities 
of the Empire State. 

3. The President promptly vetoed the peace resolution submitted by the 
Senate. 

4. Rival parties are exhausting their funds to effect the election of their 
candidates. 

5. A mandatary for Armenia has been offered us by the commission. 

6. Widows' pensions and accident prevention are prominent issues of the 
day. 

7. Unventilated and unsanitary, these tenements are a menace and a crime. 
Infant mortality is on the increase because of this culpable neglect of proper 
precautions. 

8. In July there is a date we celebrate as the anniversary of the Declaration 
of Independence. 

9. Inflated currency and exorbitant prices add insult to injury. 

10. Numerous delegates to the conference were apprehended by detectives 
for attempting to evade the tax imposed by the government on certain classes 
of merchandise. 

Ill 

1 . Despising evasion or subterfuge, the suffering martyr fixed his attention 
upon the celestial vision. 

2. Agitators cannot conveniently be deported from ecclesiastical territory. 

3. After announcing to the congregation the famous hymn of adoration, 
"Thy glorious name we laud and magnify," the minister selected as his text 
a verse from the Evangel of St. John. 

4. The second, then the minute, then the hour; 

Note well the import of their course: 
The portals to eternity are here — 
To glory or to aeons of remorse. 

5. Around this mute terrestrial sphere 

In solemn silence moving on, 
The planets with unvarying pace 
Record the inexorable moments gone. 
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IV 

i. The ancient legal authorities are excellent; but in judicial procedure 
oral testimony is not to be neglected. 

2. Obviously the child was afflicted with an inherent defect of vision. 

3. As the patient was delirious, the interne inquired whether the remedies 
should be alternated, or whether the doctor had a different prescription to 
suggest. 

4. An ambulance is a vehicle designed to convey the infirm through the 
streets without concussion or disturbance. 

5. At 6:00 p.m. the limited express was in collision with an accommodation 
near the junction. 

6. It is a superb situation for a vacation camp. The prospect is inspiring 
and the atmosphere salubrious. 

7. After a course in psychology, an ingenious college student thus described 
the phenomena of consciousness experienced while reciting: "Elevation, 
expectation, prostration 1" 

V 

1 . This refuse corroded the containers and corrupted the total consignment 
of edibles. 

2. If this inflammable fluid penetrates to combustible material, an explosion 
is inevitable. 

3. By some potent agent the philosophers proposed to produce a reaction 
that would transmute base elements into precious metals. 

4. It is absurd to suppose that this invention will supplant the umbrella. 

5. These ferocious beasts are terrible in the extreme because of their 
predatory instincts. 

6. On the continent the vernal equinox is observed with more ceremony. 

7. This complicated machine is simple in operation. 

8. Among the styles of type were script, Roman, and Gothic. 

9. Scales are examined semi-annually to determine how honest the mer- 
chants are. On this basis we may estimate their integrity. 

10. On computing the expense, the superintendent ascertained that not a 
vestige of credit would remain. 

11. At the temple of art the pictures are magnificent, and the conversation 
of the visitors scintillates with wit and humor. 

12. In a solo the professionals prefer the alto or the tenor voice. But the 
harmony of a quartette appeals to the majority of people. 

VI 

1. The fronded palms of India's isles 

May captivate the poet, 
And murmuring voice of distant surge 
Enrapture those that know it: 
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For me, the rude majestic pine 

On mountains grand as ocean, 
The verdant vale, resplendent lake, 

And torrent in commotion! 

2. An extortionate pagan at Rome 
Entered interest and debts by the tome. 
"Instanter" his dictum, 

Confiscate the victim! 
Rapacious old miser of Rome. 

3. A choleric prospector of Burwick 
Of habit and temper acerbic, 
Would rave beyond measure 

Of recondite treasure; 

Insane old prospector of Burwick! 

4. A damsel sedate of Colchester 
Demanded that experts should test her 
For cerebral affections 

Induced by elections; 

Fie! damsel sedate of Colchester! 

5. A vagabond feline named Rex 
By turbulent juveniles vexed, 
To elude his tormenters 
Fled populous centers; 
Sagacious old vagabond Rex. 

6. O gem of purest ray serene, 
Obscured in ocean's caves profound, 
The desert floweret's sweet perfume 
Doth equal fate with thine compound. 

In connection with the use of material of this sort it is possible 
to introduce consideration of various interesting details. For 
example, topics like the following may be discussed: 

1. The relative dates at which various Latin elements were 
taken over into English. The great landmark, of course, is the 
Norman invasion of England. But many derivatives, especially 
in science, are borrowings of rather recent date. On the other 
hand, there are but scanty traces of early influence exerted directly 
through contact with the Romans, e.g., "-Chester" (from castra) 
in town names, and "street" from (via) strata. 
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2. The derivation of words through Latin from other languages, 
notably from Greek. Examples are: ifivos, hymttus, "hymn"; 
Kv(3epvfirris, gubernator, "helmsman," whence "gubernatorial." 

3. The change in words due to coming into English indirectly 
from Latin; e.g., genus, "gender"; and exire, " issue. " 

4. The relation existing between the groups of languages 
called Greek, Italic (including Latin), Germanic (including English), 
etc. These all are derived from an earlier common language; 
hence the fact that certain English words are like certain Latin 
words may be due to the fact, not that the English word is derived 
from the Latin, but rather that both go back to an earlier common 
source. Examples from the sentences above given are yiyvixnaa, 
gnosco, "know"; i/Sis, sua(d)vis, "sweet"; and olSa, video, "wit." 

5. The history that is written in the development of the meaning 
of a given word; e.g., "pagan" and "martyr." 

Development of points like these doubtless would add much 
to the interest of the "game. " 



